Paris History

PARIs WAS
ESTABLISHED IN 1842
WHEN GEORGE
WRIGHT DONATED 50
ACRES OF LAND TO
ESTABLISH A COUNTY
SEAT. THE TOWN
FLOURISHED AND BY
THE EARLY 20TH
CENTURY RAILROADS WERE ASSISTING THE LOCAL
COTTON INDUSTRY AND INDUSTRIES RELATED TO
THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE PANAMA CANAL.
THE POPULATION WAS cLOSE 10 50,000 AND
MANY BUSINESSES WERE THRIVING DOWNTOWN.

THAT ALL CHANGED ON MARcH 21, 1916. A
FIRE, THE ORIGINS OF WHICH ARE UNCERTAIN,
STARTED ON THE SOUTHERN END OF THE TOWN
AND RAPIDLY SPREAD NORTH. THE FIRE DEPART-
MENT WAS UNABLE TO STOP THE FLAMES AND
THE TOWN, WITH FEW EXCEPTIONS, BURNED TO
THE GROUND. ONLY A HANDFUL OF THE
DOWNTOWN BUILDINGS REMAINED, AND THOSE
THAT WERE LEFT SUFFERED SEVERE DAMAGE.
AMONG THESE WAS THE ORIGINAL COURTHOUSE
BUILDING, WHICH WAS REBUILT AND STILL
STANDS TODAY.

THE PEOPLE OF PARIS SHOWED TREMENDOUS
RESILIENCE AND IMMEDIATELY BEGAN CLEARING
THE RUBBLE AND REBUILDING THEIR TOWN.
BANKS SET UP TENTS ON THE SQUARE AND
CONTINUED TO CONDUCT BUSINESS AS BRICK
WALLS BEGAN TO RISE AROUND THEM. IN JusT
ONE YEAR THE DOWNTOWN WAS NEARLY REBUILT,
AND IT IS ONE OF THE LARGEST COLLECTIONS OF
ARCHITECTURE FROM THE PERIOD THAT STANDS
TODAY.

TODAY, PARIS 1S REVITALIZING ITS HISTORIC
DOWNTOWN AND CELEBRATING ITS UNIQUE
HISTORY. WE ARE PROUD TO SHOWCASE A
BEAUTIFUL COLLECTION OF BUILDINGS AND
PUBLIC SPACES, AS WELL AS AN ECLECTIC MIX OF
SHOPS AND PLACES TO EAT AND DRINK.

"LNIWLINIOdAY A8 ¥O {7 - QT AVA¥NLYS -
AVAldH N3dQ "QT6T NI ALID IHL AIOVAVY
1VHL 3¥14 1v3¥9 3IHL S1IVL3ad WOOY 3dld
IH| "SLIGIHX3 3417 TvdNY AYLNNOD HVAVT]
ANV S1OV4ILdV 3OVNVHJYQ ¥3NMONg ‘vilig
-VHOWIW AIXV|A dNVD "NOILNTOATY SVX3 |
3IHL WO¥H ONILVA SLOVHILYY AHVLITIN
40 S1SISNOD HOIHM
WN3ISNW  3HL 40  3JHOD
3HL OLNI SAV31 NOSJWOH |
EREICIN] Wi asang
31v1 3HL 40 IWOH 3IHL
40 3avOvd a3¥0LS3Y IH |

1S
NYAENYY 1SIM 600T - WNISNIA
JOI¥OLSIH ALNNOD dVAVT]

'SYOANIA+(QZ SMVHQ

13¥¥VIN ONINYOW AVA¥NLYS "JHOW HONW
ANV A¥3ILLOd ‘3SIIHO 1VOO ‘SANIA\ SVYXI |
3ANTONI SW3ILI d3Aav 3NTVA ANV ‘S¥amold
‘30NA0dd HS3Y¥4 "SHIWAVHA VIYV ¥O0d4 "W'd
00:9 OL "W’V QQ:8 AVA¥NLYS — AVANOA
378VIIVAY  "d3E0L0(Q HONOHHL AV

LST LSIMHINOS OT¥ - IUVNOS LIMAVIN

S30V1d OI¥OLSIH

40 ¥3LSI193y IVNOILYN 3IHL NO a3isi]
SI IWOH SIH] "IYNLOTLIHOYY VD01 IAIL
-ONILSIA 40 S3TdAVX3 1S3ANI4 IHL 40 3INQ
'1100S SNdny ¥OLSIANI ¥0d4 S3IIN\ “71'C
‘103LIHOYY A3NIVHL Nv3dodng A€ QT6T
NI L71NG SYM ‘INOH TVH3INNH LI3H¥VLS IHL ATLNIHEND
LS HO¥NHD 'S §ZF - AWOH N3IA0Y IH |

HOHNHD HINOS GZ¥ - NOISNV|A L100G sndny

PARIS MAIN STREET

THE NATIONAL MAIN STREET CENTER WAS
ESTABLISHED IN 1980 BY THE NATIONAL
TRusT FOR HisTORIC PRESERVATION. IN
TEXAS THE PROGRAM IS ADMINISTERED
THROUGH THE TEXAs HisToric COMMISSION,
WHICH PROVIDES NUMEROUS RESOURCES FOR
THE EIGHTY-EIGHT MAIN STREET CITIES
ACROSS TEXAS.

THE cITY OF PARIS HAS PARTICIPATED IN
THE TEXAS MAIN STREET PROGRAM FOR 17
YEARS, AND ACHIEVED NATIONAL MAIN
STREET STATUs IN 2002. PRESERVATION
AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT STRATEGIES
ARE USED TO REVITALIZE THE HISTORIC
DOWNTOWN COMMERCIAL DISTRICTS AS WELL
AS NEIGHBORHOOD DISTRICTS.

PaAris Main STREET 903.784.9293
City HaLr 903.785.7511

185 S, ilsT S7
PO Box 9037
Paris, TX 75461

A MAIN STREET
CITY
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ANTIQUES, BOUTIQULES,

GOOD EATS & MORE
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